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louis Napoleon

About three miles from South Jacksonville proper , down the old
Saint Auguatine Romd livee one louis Napoleon sn ex-slave, born in

Tallahassee, Florida about 1857, eight years prior to Emancipation.

His parents were Scipio and Edith Nepoleon, being origindliy
owned by Colonel John S. Sammis of Arlington, Floride md the Floyd

femily of Saint Marys, Georgia, respectively.

Scipio md Edith were sold to Arthur Randolph, a physicien end
luarge plantation owner of Fort louis, about five miles from the capi-
tol aé Tallahaqsee. ~On this large plantation that covered an area of
about eight milea and ocomposed approximately of 90 slaves, is where -

louis Napoleon first saw the light of day.

Louis' father wAs known'ns the wagoner. His duties were to haul

the commodities raised on the plantation and other things thnt re-
. quired a wagon. His mother Edith woss known as a "breeder”, and was
kept in fhe palatisl Randolph mension to loom cloth for the Randolph
rémily end slaves. The cloth was made froa the eoiton reised on the

plantation's fertile fields. As louis was so young, he had no.



purtlou;nr duties, only to look for hen nests, éuther eggo and ploy
with the mester's thrce young boys. There were seven children in the
Rendolph faﬁily. three young boys, two "missey" girls and two grown

sons. Louis would ¢o fishing 4nd hynting with the three younger boys

and oéhqrwiao enguge with them in their childish pranks.

tle says fhat his master and mistress 'ore‘very kind to the slaves
and would never whip them nor would he allow the "driver" who was a
white man named Barton to do so. Barton lived in 2 home especinlly
built for him on the plantation. If the "driver"” whipped eny of then,
all that wes necessary for the slave who had been whipped wes to repert

it to the master and the "driver” was dismissed a8 he was a salaried

1en. '

Plantation Life. The slaves lived in log oabins especielly built

for them. They wero ceiled and arranged in :auah a manner as to retain

the heat in winter from the large fireplaces constructed therein.

Just before the dawp o? day, the élnves were aroused rfrom their
sluriber by a loud blaast from a cow-horm that was blown by the "ariver"
as a signal to pxspard thomselves for the fields. The pluntation heing
8o expunsive, those who hed to ¢o a long distance to the area where
they worked, were taken in wagons, those workinglnearby wﬁlkad. They.
took their menls along with them ond had their breskfast and dinnes on
the fields. An hour was allowed ror~thia pu}poae. The slaves worked
while they sang apirituals to Sreak the monotdny of long hours of work.
At the setting of the sun, with their d;y'a work all done, they returned
tc their cadbins and prepared their.oveniﬁg'u meal. Having finished this,

the roligious among them would gather at one of the cabin doors and cive



thanks to God in the form of long supplications eand o0ld fashioned songs.
Many of them being highly emotional would respond in shouts of hallelu-
jahs sometimes causing the entire group to become "happy" concluding in
shouting 1nd praise to God. The wicked slaves expended their pent Jp ’
emotions 1# song and danco.‘ Gathering at one of the cabin doors they
would sing end dance to the tunes of a fife, benjo or fiddle thut was
played by one of their number. ¥inished with this diversion they would
retire to await tﬁe dawn of a new deay which indiocated more work. The
various planfutionu had white men employed ae “"patrole” whose dutics
were po see that the slaves remained on their own plantations, &£nd if‘
they were crught going off without a pormit.from the mnster, they were
whipped with a "raw hide" by the "driver."” There was an exception to
this rule, however; on Sundays the religious slaves werc allowed to
visit other plantations where réligious servi oes were being held with-

out having to go through the matter of having a permit.

Religion. . There wes a free colored man who was called "Father
Jumes Page,"” owned by a family of Earknra of Tsllahassee. ke was rree§
by them to go and preach to his own people. le could rend snd write
and would visit all the plantatioﬁa in Tellahassee, preaching the gos-
pel. Kach plantation would get a visit from him one Sunday of each
month. The slaves on the Randolph plantation wuld congregate in one
of the cabins to receive him where he would resd the B;ble and préachl
qnd sing. Many times the services were punctuated by much ahouting.
from the "happy ones.” At these services the sacrament was served to
those who had acoepted Christ, those who had not, and were willing to
accept Him wereo reooived-and prepared for baptism on the next visit of

"Father Page."



On the day of baptism, tho oundidates were attired in long white
flowing robes, wh ich had been made by one of the slaves. Amidst sing-
ing and praises they msrched, being flanked on esch side by other veliev-
eri. to a pond or lake on the plantation and after the usual ceremony

they were "ducked” into the water. This was a deay of much shouting

end praying. o

Education. The two "missey” girls of sthe Randolph family were
dutiful each Sunday morning to tench the slaves their catechism or

Sunday School lesson. Aside from this there was no other training.

Tho War ond Freedom. uUr. Mapoleon rolatos that tho dootor's two

oldest sons went to the war with the Confederate army, also the white
"driver” Barton. Iiis pluace was filled by one of the slaves, named

Peter rarker.

At the closing of the war, word was sent around among the slaves
that if they heard the report of & gun, it was the Yankees and that

they were free.

It was in Mey, in the middle of the day. cotton znd corn being
planted, plowihé coing on, mnd slaves busily engaged in their usuel
activities, when suddenly the loud report of a guan résouhdod, then
couid be hesrd the slaves orying elmost en-nusse, "dems de Yankees."
Straightﬁay they dropped the plows, ﬂoos and other farm 1mplomont;
and hurried to their cabins. They put on their best clothes "to go
see the_Yankeea:" Through the countryside to the town of Tallshassee
they went. The rosds were quickly filled with theee happy souls. The

streets of Tallahassee were clustered with these jubilant people going



here and there to get a glimpse of the Yankees, their liberators.

Napoloon snys it wes @ joyous end un-forgetable occasion.

VWhen the Randolph slaves roturned to their plantation, Dr.

Ran@olph told them fhat they were free, nnd if they wanted to go uwa&,
they could, &nd'it not, they could remgin wi th him and he would give
then helf of whut was raised on the farms. Some of them left, however,
some remained, having no place to-go, they decided it we; bes? tv remein
until the crops cumé off, thus smrning enough to help thom in their new’
venture in homs.sesking. Those elavesewho were too old and not phys--
-1cally able to vwork,.rcmained on the plantation -nd were cared for by

Dr. Randolph until their death.

Napoleon's father, Scipio, got & treansfer from the governmen£ to
his former naster, Colonel Sumics of Arlington, and thera he lived for
swhile. He soon got employment with a Nr. Estod of the town and after
oarn;ng enough money, bought a -tract of land from him there and far:ized.
There his famlly lived and increased. Louls being the eldest of the
childron obtuingq.qdd Jobs with the various settlerc among them being
Covernor Reid of Floride who lived in South Jacksonville. GCovernor
Reld raised cattle for market and Napoleon's job mas to bring them
acrons the Saint Johna_ﬂiver on a llghtor to Jacksonville, where they
were sold. |

Louis Napoleon is now aged and infirm, his father and mother having
died many years ago. He now lives with one of his younger brothers who
has a fair sized orange grove on the south side of Jackzonville. FHe

retains the property that his father first bought after freedom znd on

which they 1ived in Arlington. Mis heir is white and he is bent with



age snd 111 health. but his mental faculties are exceptionally keen
for one of his age. He proudly tells you that his master waa good to
his "niggelra" and cennot recall but one time that he saw him whip one
of them snd th\at,whon one tried to run sway to the Yankees. Only

memories 0f a kind mstsr in his days of servitude remaln with him »s

he recalls the dark days of slavery.
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Personal interview with Louis Napoleon, South Jacksonville, Florida.



